
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 The Playful Pooch Program's dog training and behavior 
consulting program arises from Risë's lifelong interest in dogs 
and other animals.  Her current dog training business grew out 
of her work with therapy dogs and rescue dogs in a variety of 
projects with children and teens.  She has many years of 
experience working as a child/family psychologist and play 
therapist, and from this, Risë applies her knowledge of 
behaviorism, child/family development, relationship-building, 
and teaching to her services as a dog trainer.  Her qualifications 
as a dog trainer and consultant are below. 

 Training & experience with positive, effective, 
behaviorally-based, and relationship-oriented dog 
training.   

 Knowledge of canine communication signals. 

 Dog training experience with many breeds and 
rescued/adopted dogs. 

 Knowledge and many years of experience working with 
children and families. 

 Approved Evaluator with the American Kennel Club’s 

Canine Good Citizen Program. 

 Full member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers. 

 Author of the award-winning book, Play Therapy with 
YƛŘǎ ϧ /ŀƴƛƴŜǎΥ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
and Psychosocial Health. 

 Regular contributing author of articles about dog 
training for The APDT Chronicle of the Dog magazine. 

 Co-Chair of the Special Interest Group on Animal 
Assisted Therapy of the Animal-Human Interaction 
Section (Div. 17, APA).   

 Dedication to positive, dog-friendly and family-friendly 
dog training methods that work. 

 Currently has 5 companion dogs and 2 cats. 
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Contact Information 
         

www.playfulpooch.org 
717 -249 -4707  

Risevanfleet@aol.com 
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Mailing Address 
The Playful Pooch Program 

PO Box 613 
Boiling Springs, PA  17007 

 

 
 
 

The Association of Pet Dog Trainers (www.apdt.com) is 
dedicated  to the use of the latest, most effective, 
scientifically-based dog training approaches to ensure 
satisfying relationships between people and dogs.  They 
advocate the use of positive methods to achieve long lasting 
results.  They provide training and conferences for dog 
trainers, veterinarians, rescue/shelter staff, service and 
therapy dog trainers, and other canine professionals to 
ensure quality dog training. 
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Playful Pooch 
Program 

 

Positive Dog 
Training for 

Kids & Families  

trainer & behavior consultant 
 

Risë VanFleet, Ph.D. 
 

shown here with Kirrie 

 

Kirrie learns to operate the 
lever on a treat dispenser 



 

 

  
 

Dog Training Should Be Fun 
 

The Playful Pooch Dog Training Program 
aims to... 

 Listen to your problems & goals 

 Use a positive, friendly, light-
hearted, & non-critical approach 

 Show you practical methods that 
adapt to your lifestyle 

 Use positive methods such as 
shaping, lure-reward, clicker 
training, and play training 

 Work with everyone in the family 
when possible 

 Give you skills you can use in the 
future and with other dogs 
 

...And Convenient 

 In your own home 

 Puppies to old dogs; all breeds; 
multi-dog households 

 Flexible hours 

 Affordable prices 

 Discounts for dogs adopted from 
shelters/rescues 
 

 

 

Dog Training for Children, 
Teens, & Families 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     Even young children can learn the basics of 
dog training when shown and supported.  Basic 
training can give them skills for a life of 
satisfying, responsible, and fun relationships 
with dogs.  It's valuable for children to learn 
basic bite prevention strategies, too. 
 
     It can be fun for the entire family to engage in 
dog training sessions together.  Not only can 
they support each other, the consistency among 
them yields much better results.  In this way, 
members can also share the tasks associated 
with caring for a family canine companion. 
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www.playfulpooch.org 
717 -249 -4707  

 

 

What You Will Learn 
 

 Basic obedience 
 - Look, sit, stay, down 
 - Come 
 - Loose leash walking 
 - Polite greeting of  
   other dogs & people 

 Methods to teach new 
behaviors & tricks 

 How to read & 
understand canine 
communication signals 

 Dos & don'ts for safe 
play with dogs 

 How to provide positive 
leadership 

 Methods for solving 
canine behavior 
problems 

 How to challenge dogs 
to their full potential 
 

 
 

Information & graphics © 2010,  
Playful Pooch Program.   

All rights reserved. 

The dog was created specially 

for children.  He is the god of 

frolic. 
 --Henry Ward Beecher 

 


